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Austria, and to some extent Germany, began to be seriously
worried as to whether King Carol's personal prestige would
be strong enough to carry his country with him. He was
after all a constitutional monarch, Anti-Austrian popular
sentiment in a parliamentary democracy might override the
monarch's personal preference.
Three factors had contributed toward the development
among the Rumanians of a hatred toward Austria, which
threatened to undo the alliance: (1) the Magyar policy
toward Transylvania, (2) the Austrian policy toward Bul-
garia, and (3) the Russo-Serb wooing to wTin Rumania away
from the Triple Alliance to the side of the Triple Entente,
For the first of these factors the Magyar nobility were
chiefly to blame. In order to retain the dominant position
which they had exercised since the Middle Ages, they had
steadily refused, even at the opening aS the twentieth cen-
tury, to grant any really democratic suffrage to the Ru-
manian and Slav subject peoples in Hungary, The Ruma-
nians in Transylvania were refused a fair number of seats in
the Hungarian Chamber of Deputies, and their nationalistic
desires in regard to school and language questions had been
blindly disregarded. This galling denial of political rights
naturally contributed toward the bitterness and irredentist
longings which were shared by Rumanians on both sides of
the Carpathian Mountains.
The second factor which embittered the people of
Rumania, and threatened to transfer Rumania from the
side of the Triple Alliance to that of the Triple Entente,
was Austria's attitude toward the Bulgaro-Rumanian con-
flict which arose out of the First Balkan War. By their
astonishing victories over Turkey in the first weeks of the
war, Bulgaria, Serbia and Greece had occupied wide
stretches of territory, which vastly extended their frontiers
and greatly increased their prestige, power, and population.
Rumania, meanwhile, had maintained a dignified neutrality,